
� If you are viewing this course as a 
recorded course after the live webinar, you 
can use the scroll bar at the bottom of the 
player window to pause and navigate the 
course. 
 

� This handout is for reference only. Non-
essential images have been removed for 
your convenience. Any links included in the 
handout are current at the time of the live 
webinar, but are subject to change and 
may not be current at a later date. 

No part of the materials available through the continued.com site 
may be copied, photocopied, reproduced, translated or reduced to 
any electronic medium or machine-readable form, in whole or in part, 
without prior written consent of continued.com, LLC.  Any other 
reproduction in any form without such written permission is 
prohibited.  All materials contained on this site are protected by 
United States copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, 
transmitted, displayed, published or broadcast without the prior 
written permission of continued.com, LLC.  Users must not access or 
use for any commercial purposes any part of the site or any services 
or materials available through the site. 



Technical issues with the Recording? 
� Clear browser cache using these instructions 
� Switch to another browser 
� Use a hardwired Internet connection 
� Restart your computer/device 
 

Still having issues? 
� Call 800-753-2160 (M-F, 8 AM-8 PM ET) 
� Email customerservice@AudiologyOnline.com 

https://www.continued.com/browser-instructions
mailto:customerservice@AudiologyOnline.com
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How to advocate for 
educational audiology 

#EdAudAdvocacy
Kym Meyer, M.S., CCC-A
PhD Candidate, Special Education Policy, UMASS-Amherst

Educational Audiologist/Certified Teacher
Director, Public School Partnerships
The Learning Center for the Deaf, Framingham, MA

@KymPMeyer

Learning Outcomes
After this course, participants will be able to
1. Identify services that an educational audiologist can 

provide.
2. Name ways that an educational audiologist can 

collaborate with other school professionals, including 
the teacher of the deaf, speech-language 
pathologist, special educators, and clinical 
audiologists.

3. Identify the laws that support access to educational 
audiology.

4. Identify resources to advocate for educational 
audiology services in their area.
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Clinical AuDs and parents: 
partnering together 

to advocate for educational audiology

Clinical 
Audiologists Parents

Page, et al., 2018
Research from the Outcomes of Children 
with Hearing Loss (OCHL) Study
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Outcomes of 
Children with 

Hearing Loss (OCHL) 
Study

Clinical 
Audiologist

Educational 
Audiologist

School based personnel: Overlapping but 
importantly different expertise

Educational 
Audiologist

Speech-
Language 

Pathologist

Teacher     
of the Deaf 
and Hard of 

Hearing
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What does the law say?

What laws cover students with 
hearing loss in schools? 

§ IDEA: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(special education law). Students who qualify under 
IDEA will receive an IEP (Individual Education 
Program).

§ Section 504: an anti-discrimination, civil rights 
statute that requires the needs of students with 
disabilities to be met as adequately as students 
without disabilities (an “access” law).
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IDEA: Sec. 300.34 Related Services
(a) Related services means transportation and such 
developmental, corrective, and other supportive services as 
are required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from 
special education, and includes speech-language pathology 
and audiology services, interpreting services, psychological 
services, physical and occupational therapy, recreation, including 
therapeutic recreation, early identification and assessment of 
disabilities in children, counseling services, including 
rehabilitation counseling, orientation and mobility services, and 
medical services for diagnostic or evaluation purposes. Related 
services also include school health services and school nurse 
services, social work services in schools, and parent counseling 
and training.

IDEA: Sec. 300.34 Related Services
(c) Individual related services terms defined. The terms 
used in this definition are defined as follows:
(1) Audiology includes—
(i) Identification of children with hearing loss;
(ii) Determination of the range, nature, and degree of 
hearing loss, including referral for medical or other 
professional attention for the habilitation of hearing;
(iii) Provision of habilitative activities, such as language 
habilitation, auditory training, speech reading (lip-reading), 
hearing evaluation, and speech conservation;
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IDEA: Sec. 300.34 Related Services

(iv) Creation and administration of programs for 
prevention of hearing loss;

(v) Counseling and guidance of children, parents, 
and teachers regarding hearing loss; and

(vi) Determination of children’s needs for group and 
individual amplification, selecting and fitting an 
appropriate aid, and evaluating the effectiveness of 
amplification.

Even though audiology is a related service 
within special education law…

§ Educational audiology service delivery models vary 
widely. 

§ There is no predictable way of knowing what 
states, or even what school districts offer regular 
access to educational audiologists.
§ Some districts hire EdAuds as employees
§ Other districts participate in collaborative organizations 

that hire audiologists (BOCES, IUs, AEAs)
§ Some hospitals and schools for the deaf have 

consultation programs in which they contract out 
EdAuds to public schools.
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IDEA: 300.5 Assistive Technology
Assistive technology device means any item, piece of 

equipment, or product system, whether acquired 

commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is 

used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional 

capabilities of a child with a disability. The term does not
include a medical device that is surgically implanted, or 

the replacement of such device. 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE
• Audiologists are the ONLY professionals where 

fitting HAT is within their Scope of Practice
• Making decisions/selections about HAT; initial 

HAT fittings: 
• are not stated in Teachers of the Deaf or 

SLPs Scope of Practice, 
• nor taught in their graduate training 

programs 
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What is really happening…
§ TODs and SLPs are often asked by their special 

education directors to determine what to order, and 
then perform initial HAT fittings on children. 

§ TODs/SLPs are afraid to say no, even though they 
have not been trained, and this is not within their 
scope of practice 

§ Most recently I came across a TOD Facebook 
page, where one was asking other TODs how to 
add HAT to a CROS hearing aid 

All children with hearing loss need these 
professionals to collaborate!

Educational 
Audiologist

Speech-
Language 

Pathologist

Teacher     
of the Deaf 
and Hard of 

Hearing
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Website link: 
http://www.raisingandeducatingdeafchildren.org/2017/04/0

3/separating-the-roles-of-teachers-of-the-deaf-and-
educational-audiologists/

Shared and Suggested Roles of Educational Audiologists, Teachers of 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and Speech-Language Pathologists

www.edaud.org
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IDEA: Sec. 300.113 Routine checking of hearing aids and 
external components of surgically implanted medical devices

(a)Hearing aids. Each public agency must ensure that 
hearing aids worn in school by children with hearing 
impairments, including deafness, are functioning properly.
(b)External components of surgically implanted medical 
devices.
(1) each public agency must ensure that the external 
components of surgically implanted medical devices are 
functioning properly.
(2) a public agency is not responsible for the post-surgical 
maintenance, programming, or replacement of the medical 
device that has been surgically implanted (or of an external 
component of the surgically implanted medical device). 

Massachusetts SLPs: self-reported comfort about 
how to check student HAT

MA Department of Elementary 
& Secondary Education, 2006
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Educational Audiology and 504s

• Students with permanent hearing loss, who are not 
eligible for special education services under IDEA 
can receive related services (educational audiology) 
and assistive technology (HAT) through a 504 plan.

• Through periodic monitoring, the educational 
audiologist can support communication access 
accommodations, including the use of assistive 
technology, as they pertain to the student’s hearing 
loss.

Caution! What happens when 
audiologists are not involved in 

HAT fittings?

Real life examples:
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• …the HAT turned a child’s hearing aids off every time the 
SLP attached it. The child heard nothing while he was at 
school and was in danger of failing.

• …teachers wore a HAT microphone, but did not realize 
the child needed HAT receivers on their hearing aids. 
Without receivers, the child did not have access to the 
curriculum.

• …teachers in classrooms mixed up the microphones and 
receivers for three children for six weeks during the 
school year.

• …the school decided to use a speaker system for a 
student with a very significant hearing loss. This 
benefitted all the students in the room, except the child 
with hearing loss.

Resources to advocate for
Educational Audiology 

(EdAud)
#EdAudAdvocacy
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Website link: 
http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/rel.svcs.ed.aud.meyer.htm

Put this recommendation, in your clinical 
audiology reports…

§ Hearing assistive technology (HAT) is 
recommended to access the curriculum. 
Consultation in the school from an educational 
audiologist is recommended to select and fit 
appropriate HAT technology. 

§ Special education directors and principals may not 
always understand that an EdAud is the right 
professional to do this work. 

§ Putting this recommendation, even if you don’t 
have EdAud services in your area, will start the 
conversation with parents and administrators.
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Shared and Suggested Roles of Educational Audiologists, Teachers of 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and Speech-Language Pathologists

www.edaud.org

Every parent and 
professional should 
download this free 

document
(link in references)
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Recommendations made at a recent best practices 
in mainstreaming conference…

Where can districts find an EdAud? 
Call/Connect/Check…

§ the Educational Audiology Association (EAA) 
www.edaud.org to determine if there is one in your 
area.

§ with other local families of children with hearing 
loss and find out if their children have access to an 
EdAud in their school district.
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Where can districts find an EdAud? 
Call/Connect/Check…

§ to see if your district can contract with the other 
school district to “borrow” their EdAud.

§ your state Commission of the Deaf and Hard-of-
Hearing to ask if they have any resources.

§ a local university that trains audiologists to see if 
they can provide EdAud services (though, sadly, 
increasing AuD training programs are not providing 
instruction in EdAud service delivery).

Support the movement

#EdAudAdvocacy

Use the hashtag across 
social media platforms, to 
educate parents and other 
audiologists about EdAud 

services
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Questions?

References
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the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and Speech-Language 
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statements/

§ Educational Audiology Association (2018). School-Based 
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http://edaud.org/advocacy-series/ 
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