= |f you are viewing this course as a
recorded course after the live webinar, you
can use the scroll bar at the bottom of the
player window to pause and navigate the
course.

This handout is for reference only. Non-
essential images have been removed for
your convenience. Any links included in the
handout are current at the time of the live
webinar, but are subject to change and
may not be current at a later date.

No part of the materials available through the continued.com site
may be copied, photocopied, reproduced, translated or reduced to
any electronic medium or machine-readable form, in whole or in part,
without prior written consent of continued.com, LLC. Any other
reproduction in any form without such written permission is
prohibited. All materials contained on this site are protected by
United States copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed,
transmitted, displayed, published or broadcast without the prior
written permission of continued.com, LLC. Users must not access or
use for any commercial purposes any part of the site or any services
or materials available through the site.
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Technical issues with the Recording?

= Clear browser cache using these instructions

= Switch to another browser
= Use a hardwired Internet connection
= Restart your computer/device

Still having issues?
= Call 800-753-2160 (M-F, 8 AM-8 PM ET)
= Email customerservice@AudiologyOnline.com
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Managing the Earie Canal

Methods of Cerumen Removal

Rita Chaiken, AuD

Learning Outcomes

After this course, participants will be able to:

= Name the instruments used for cerumen removal.
= Describe various equipment used for irrigation.

= Discuss the protocol for performing suction.
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Methods of
Cerumen Management

Methods of Cerumen Management

Instrumentation

Aural Suction or Aspiration

Irrigation

(L
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Instrumentation
Most Widely Used By
Audiologists

Instruments include curettes, loops, hooks & forceps
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Loops and curettes are available in
various sizes, shapes & materials

= Billeau loop
= Shapleigh curette
= Buck curette

= Disposable curette

There are also a variety of disposable
curettes and loops

carbon fiber
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Buck Curettes

Rod with metal ring at the tip

Billeau Loops

Metal rod with oval wire at tip
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Other Curettes
= Day hooks
= Vorotek Ear Loops
= Shapleigh
curettes
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Earlights

Lighted Curettes
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Some video otoscopes have attachments to
perform removal
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Forceps differ by their point of
articulation

= Hartman

= Alligator
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Lucae bayonet and Wilde forceps
resemble tweezers

Sit eye/ear level Otosco Brace
¥ Py head

( Instruct Patient \
' Instrumentation ' ' Irrigation '

Explain Procedure
Aural
Suction
Otoscopy

20
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Instrumentation

Observe patient H
responses

Start at superior or
weakest aspect

Roll impaction out

Enter canal with
closed forceps

Do not remove
attached skin or
touch the canal wall

21

Proper Technique?

22
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Using Forceps

23

Cerumen Management Clip
John Vorrath
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Suction

= Makes loud sound
= With or without otoscope
= Need good light source

= Contraindicated for some patients

25

Suction equipment includes a pump, tubing,
tips and collection jar

26
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The suction tip (tube) is attached to to pump
tubing and inserted into the ear canal

Clean the tips by:

= Suctioning warm water

= Running water through

= Syringing water

= Bathing in ultrasonic
cleaner

= Using reamer wire

27

Suction Tubes are named for their designers

= Frazier
= Baron

= Ferguson-Frazier

28
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Suction tips have different sized lumen

= Smallest size cleans
hearing aids

= Smaller tips clog easier
= Larger tips are noisier

= Keep a cup of warm
water nearby

29

Cover the bleeder hole in the middle of the
tip to enable maximum suction

30
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Slt EVE/ear Ievel Otoscopy @

Instrumentation

Aural
Suction

Documentation

{ Instruct Patient \

Explain Procedure

' Irrigation

33

Suction

Observe patient
responses

Start at superior or
weakest aspect

Gently rock the impaction
or change position on the
wax

There may be a
screeching noise

Do not remove attached
skin or touch the canal wall
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It’s a boy!!

35

Irrigation

36
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There are several contraindications to
performing irrigation

Hx of TM Hx of
Perforation dizziness
Systemic
diseases

Hx of
vulnerable
™

37

Irrigation is commonly used by medical
paraprofessionals

Equipment/Materials

= dental irrigator or hand
held syringe

= catch basin

= plastic apron

= towels

= lighting/magnification

= mask

38
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Do not flush the water directly at the
tympanic membrane

Irrigation Protocol 1
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Irrigation Protocol 2

M

OtoClear® Ear Irrigation Tips & Systems

42
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https://bionix.com/otoclear-ear-irrigation.html
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Welch Allyn Ear Wash System

= Pressure regulation
= Temperature

indicator/control 90°

= Suctioning action
= Portability
= Affordable

45

Earigator

= Designed by otologist
= Regulates temp

= Controls pressure

= LED illumination

= Magnification

46
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Sit eye/ear level

m
Brace

Otoscopy head

{ Instruct Patient \

Instrumentation

Explain Procedure

Aural
Suction

Documentation

Irrigation

Irrigation

Observe patient || | Document the integrity
responses

of the TM

Instruct patient they may
feel fullness or pressure

[ Begin at lowest setting

Steady stream is most
important

Dry the ear post
irrigation

48
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Dry the ear after irrigation

Ear Dryer
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Woops!
Post Cerumen Management Problems

= Tell the patient if there is
trauma

= Stop bleeding with
water pressure, saline
soaked in cotton ball,
or Afrin.

51
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Rita R. Chaiken
rita.chaiken@gmail.com
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